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Why GPP?

Public procurement = 16 % of EU GDP
=> Greening will have huge benefits for
• Environment 
• Economy

purchasers  - LCC
Huge market for eco-technologies 

• Political - Example setting !



Definition of GPP

GPP = procedure where environmental 
considerations are included in 

• Technical specifications 

• Selection criteria 

• Award criteria 

• Contract performance clauses 



Definition of GPP

Outcome-based

Definition to be refined per 
product group – minimum levels 

Beyond mandatory requirements

Compliant with public 
procurement legislation!



EU Political support

IPP Communication 2003 

Lisbon review Nov 2004

ETAP 

Renewed SDS June 2006



International Political support

OECD Recommendation 2002

World Summit on Sustainable 
Development 2002 – Marrakech Task 
Force on Sustainble procurement  



National Action Plans

6 Action plans  => Denmark, 
Estonia, NL, Poland, UK, Sweden

7 drafts => Cyprus, France, 
Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta

Work on-going in 9 other States 



Targets for GPP

Renewed Sustainable Development 
Strategy 2006 sets EU target for 
2010

=> average level of GPP should be at 
current level of best performing 
states                     



Targets - monitoring

EC to develop indicator => “the 
value of “green” tenders as 
compared to the total value of 
public procurement”

EC to develop methodology for 
calculating this indicator



Targets - Monitoring

EC will monitor situation for 2006 
and beyond

Until statistics 2006 are available 
=> results of TAKE-5 study = good  
“indication” of current situation



Targets

Current best level = more than 40 
% of all tendering procedures are 
« green » (TAKE-5 survey) 

More specific targets to reach 
overall target 



More specific targets

For example for government 
purchases = easier to 
guide/monitor 

For example for certain priority 
groups of products => vehicles, 
ICT, paper, timber products.. 



Capacity building

New EUROPA website 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/

– Examples of GPP strategies 
– Life cycle cost information
– Continuous upload of good 

practices 
– Links to environmental databases 





Capacity building

Handbook on GPP 
in all EU languages 

Copies at OPOCE  
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environme
nt/env-informa

Workshops http://www.iclei-
europe.org/index.php?id=gppworkshops



Capacity building

GPP training toolkit by end 2007

• Strategic information 

• Life cycle cost information

• Environmental criteria for priority 
products



Capacity building

• Cleaning products and services

• Food products - catering services

• Construction work and products

• Office equipment – ICT- paper  

• Transport ….



Capacity building

• Eco-labelling criteria can be 
cut/pasted into tender documents 

• If established through stakeholder 
consultation, on scientific basis, 
non-discriminatory

• If relevant for purchased product



Capacity building

• Production process related 
criteria can be included

• If non-discriminatory, objective 
and verifiable

• If relevant for the production of 
the purchased product



Networking

• Meetings with government experts 

• Workshops for local authorities 

• International cooperation 



Addresses

European Commission
Environment Directorate-General
Directorate G – Sustainable development and 
integration
1049 Brussels
Belgium

mailto:jill.michielssen@cec.eu.int

– http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/gpp/


